
 What is Hate Crime? 

A Hate Crime is any criminal          

offence that targets someone, or is 

perceived to target someone, purely 

because of their Disability, Race, 

Religion / Faith, Sexual Orientation or 

Gender Identity.  

These offences cover a range of 

behaviors, including; 

- Assault                                                   

- Harassment                                      

- Theft                                                      

- Burglary                                              

- Hate Mail                                                 

- Fraud                                                     

- Criminal Damage 

No matter what the offence is, any 

Hate Crime can have a serious 

impact on an individual, their families 

and the community in general.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victims of Hate Crime can feel 

uncomfortable with reporting 

incidents to the Police. They might 

feel concerned that they will not be 

taken seriously or that their 

anonymity will be lost.    

This is why the Southampton Hate 

Crime Network has partnered with 

community organisations across the 

city to establish what are known as 

Third Party Hate Crime Reporting 

Centres, where individuals can seek 

support and advice. 

The centres are all organisations 

specialising in supporting the types of 

individuals affected by Hate Crime. 

They will use their experiences to 

make sure you receive the right 

support and get help for what has 

happened to you. 

Since 2017, when the Hate Crime 

Network was established, the number 

of reported Hate Crimes in 

Southampton has been steadily 

increasing. From 2018/19 to 2019/20, 

the number of reported incidents rose 

by 12%. 

This is partly due to the work Third 

Party Hate Crime Reporting Centres 

are continually doing to support 

victims and increase awareness and 

reporting in the city. 

Despite Southampton being a hub for 

Multiculturalism though, there are                   

still high numbers of Hate Crimes that 

are happening but do not get  

reported or where victims do not get 

properly supported. 

The aim of the network is to help 

change this and encourage more 

people who have been affected by 

Hate Crime to come forward.  

No one who encounters Hate Crime 

should have to put up with it. 
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If you have any questions after 

reading this leaflet, please contact 

Sam Waddington - Southampton Hate 

Crime Network Co-ordinator; 

Email -

sam.waddington@spectrumcil.co.uk   

Telephone-                                                    

07456 442427  

The Southampton Hate Crime 

Network is also on Facebook. 

If you need the information on this 

leaflet in Braille, LARGE PRINT, easy 

read or a different language, please 

contact Sam. 

The simplest way of finding the 

nearest and most appropriate Third 

Party Reporting Centre, is to 

download the ‘Hate Crime Love 

Don’t Hate’ Smartphone App.               

This can be found by typing in ‘Hate 

Crime Love Don’t Hate’ on Google 

Play on Android devices or on the 

App Store on Apple devices.  

A call back from any one of the       

centres can then be requested and 

they will contact you as soon as      

possible so you can be offered the   

necessary support.                                        

You can also use the App to find the 

details of each Reporting Centre so 

you can contact or visit them yourself. 
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